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Dr. Belinda Murphy and Physician’s
Assistant Debbra Montoya (above) find
solitude during an oceanfront stroll near
the resort of Punta de San Francisquito,
on the Sea of Cortez in central Baja.
Together with pilot Rob Lober (center
photo) and a newspaper publisher turned
volunteer, the group recently provided
free medical services as ambhassadors of
the Flying Doctors organization. A second
plane transported Reno dentist Dr. Joe
McElhinney and assistant Elizabeth

Collins (at right), a Kings Beach attorney.

Twin Comanche was approaching its maximum weight capacity
e passengers and pilot Rob Lober taxied onto the runway at Truckee
Airport. Cleared for takeoff, 8132 Yankee accelerated to the proper

d speed, then effortlessly lifted itself skyward. Another Flying Doctors
n was aloft, and citizens of the remote Baja fishing village of Bahia
ion would soon become beneficiaries of the expedition.

Truckee resident Dr. Belinda
Murphy and Physician’s Assistant
Debbra Montoya, of South Lake
Tahoe, were flying their first mis-
sion for the organization. Lober,
who is not only the pilot but also
the plane’s owner, is an Incline Vil-
lage real estate agent — as well as a
building contractor. He flew his
first volunteer mission in 1999; this
would be his 18th.

The fourth seat is usually occu-
pied by a translator, to allow for
effective communication between
medical personnel and their
patients. On this occasion, the med-
ical team was proficient in Spanish,
so the final seat was awarded to a
journalist.

Also known as Los Medicos
Voladores (LMV), the Flying Doc-
tors is a diverse group of medical
professionals and volunteers who
provide free health care and educa-
tional services to residents of
remote villages in Mexico and Cen-
tral America. The two closest chap-
ters are High Sierra, which meets in
Reno and in Truckee, as well as
Gold Country, which meets in
Auburn.

The six-hour flight to Bahia
Asuncioén included a refueling stop
in Yuma, Ariz., as well as a cus-
toms-clearing stop in the Baja vil-
lage of San Felipe.

The entire flight was smooth and
uneventful, and the group spent
most of the time enjoying the
scenery and listening to music,
while cruising at an airspeed of 190
miles per hour.

The first order of business upon

See Doctors on Page B7
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